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Small of stature, weak of frame, and with a delicate con-
stitution, Peter was compact of political ambition, devoured
by lust of power. False by nature, and a dissembler by system
his cruelty never led him to rash deeds of violence, nor did any
gentler feelings deter him from the most atrocious crimes
The most Machiavelian prince in Europe before Machiavel^
if Peter IV. was not the first of Spanish diplomatists, he was
one of the greatest of Spanish intriguers.

The first act of John I., who succeeded his father Peter
IV., in 1387, is sufficiently characteristic of the times. It was
to order his step-mother, Queen Sybilla of France, Peter IV's
fourth wife, with whom he was on bad terms, to be accused of
witchcraft, and to be immediately put to the torture with a view to
her condemnation and execution. The intervention of a humane
legate, and the abandonment by the queen of all her posses-
sions, saved her from a shameful death ; but twenty-nine of her
companions were executed on the charge of aiding and abetting
her in the enchantment of the late king.

Yet John I. was far from being either a fool or a savage.
A lover of pleasure rather than of war or of faction, and known
alike by the title of The Sportsman and The Indolent, he was
especially devoted to music, an art in which his Queen Violante
equally excelled ; and the court at Saragossa became the resort
of all that was most excellent among the singers and musicians
of the day.1 Poets and troubadours and lovers of the gay
science vied with each other in the floral games, and at the
courts of love, which constituted the more serious occupation of
the palace ; while concerts of vocal and instrumental music
were often thrice repeated in the course of a single day.

It was a gay and graceful life, but it was not appreciated
by the graver subjects of King John. It was more moral than
murder, and less costly than foreign wars. But it did not
please the commons of Aragon. The Cortes of Monzon called
the king to order in 1388 ; and if the musicians were not all
summarily dismissed, a limit was placed upon the expenses of
the court.

In the ruder pastime of the chase, His Majesty was still
permitted to take his pleasure unrestrained ; and when hunting
the wolf near Saragossa in May, 1395, he was thrown from his
horse and killed, after the manner of his namesake and brother
King John of Castile.

1Zurita, Aualest x., 43